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Taxable Estate Tax Returns as a Percentage of Adult Deaths,
Selected Years of Death, 1934-2020 [1]
[Money amounts are in millions of dollars]

Taxable estate tax returns [4,5]
Year of death | Total adult deaths
2] 3] Number Percentage of | Total gross estate | Estate ta_x after Effective estate
adult deaths at date of death credits tax rate
1934 983,970 8,655 0.88% $2,198 $154 7.0%
1935 1,172,245 9,137 0.78% $2,084 $195 9.4%
1936 1,257,290 12,010 0.96% $2,562 $306 11.9%
1937 1,237,585 13,220 1.07% $2,844 $315 11.1%
1938 1,181,275 12,720 1.08% $2,564 $277 10.8%
1939 1,205,072 12,907 1.07% $2,442 $250 10.3%
1940 1,237,186 13,336 1.08% $2,578 $292 11.3%
1941 1,216,855 13,493 1.11% $2,550 $308 12.1%
1942 1,211,391 12,726 1.05% $2,452 $362 14.8%
1943 1,277,009 12,154 0.95% $2,720 $405 14.9%
1944 1,238,917 13,869 1.12% $3,246 $531 16.4%
1946 1,239,713 18,232 1.47% $3,993 $622 15.6%
1947 1,278,856 19,742 1.54% $4,445 $715 16.1%
1948 1,283,601 17,469 1.36% $4,272 $567 13.3%
1949 1,285,684 17,411 1.35% $4,126 $484 11.7%
1950 1,304,343 18,941 1.45% $4,656 $577 12.4%
1953 1,237,741 24,997 2.02% $6,288 $779 12.4%
1954 1,332,412 25,143 1.89% $6,387 $778 12.2%
1956 1,289,193 32,131 2.49% $8,904 $1,177 13.2%
1958 1,358,375 38,515 2.84% $9,996 $1,186 11.9%
1960 1,426,148 45,439 3.19% $12,733 $1,619 12.7%
1962 1,483,846 55,207 3.72% $14,714 $1,841 12.5%
1965 1,578,813 67,404 4.27% $18,820 $2,414 12.8%
1969 1,796,055 93,424 5.20% $23,460 $3,000 12.8%
1972 1,854,146 120,761 6.51% $33,294 $4,153 12.5%
1976 1,819,107 139,115 7.65% $40,578 $4,979 12.3%
1982 1,897,820 34,426 1.81% $31,904 $4,937 15.5%
1983 1,945,913 34,899 1.79% $33,434 $5,074 15.2%
1984 1,968,128 30,436 1.55% $34,202 $5,013 14.7%
1985 2,015,070 22,326 1.11% $35,169 $6,044 17.2%
1986 2,033,978 21,923 1.08% $37,799 $6,277 16.6%
1987 2,053,084 18,157 0.88% $40,907 $6,393 15.6%
1988 2,096,704 20,864 1.00% $43,413 $7,432 17.1%
1989 2,079,035 23,096 1.11% $51,063 $8,953 17.5%
1990 2,079,034 24,647 1.19% $53,698 $9,217 17.2%
1991 2,101,746 26,680 1.27% $55,364 $9,617 17.4%
1992 2,111,617 27,235 1.29% $59,707 $10,475 17.5%
1993 2,204,366 32,062 1.45% $72,047 $12,560 17.4%
1994 2,216,736 32,565 1.47% $69,493 $12,312 17.7%
1995 2,252,471 36,651 1.63% $78,756 $14,259 18.1%
1996 2,314,254 41,714 1.80% $95,003 $16,336 17.2%
1997 2,258,366 47,800 2.12% $104,861 $19,958 19.0%
1998 2,282,055 49,913 2.19% $117,965 $22,676 19.2%
1999 2,336,840 53,819 2.30% $135,076 $24,810 18.4%
2000 2,349,361 51,159 2.18% $126,096 $24,033 19.1%
2001 2,363,100 50,456 2.14% $129,638 $23,744 18.3%
2002 2,389,533 28,074 1.17% $105,339 $18,841 17.9%
2003 2,394,749 27,309 1.14% $90,429 $18,709 20.7%
2004 2,344,354 19,294 0.82% $102,078 $22,220 21.8%
2005 2,394,516 23,291 0.97% $121,214 $25,647 21.2%
2006 2,373,218 15,449 0.65% $107,328 $21,796 20.3%
2007 2,370,425 16,608 0.70% $129,497 $24,615 19.0%
2008 2,421,137 14,626 0.60% $106,738 $20,168 18.9%
2009 2,389,130 5,668 0.24% $71,580 $13,553 18.9%
2010 2,423,241 N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A.
2011 2,471,232 4,415 0.18% $80,416 $10,903 13.6%
2012 2,500,158 3,738 0.18% $62,446 $8,497 13.6%
2013 2,554,665 4,699 0.18% $86,327 $16,627 19.3%
2014 2,585,984 5,158 0.20% $90,139 $16,390 18.2%
2015 2,669,613 4,918 0.18% $88,247 $17,073 19.3%
2016 2,700,727 5,219 0.19% $107,791 $18,296 17.0%
2017 2,770,702 5,185 0.19% $106,178 $19,940 18.8%
2018 2,797,934 5,484 0.20% $106,021 $20,180 19.0%
2019 2,814,486 2,570 0.09% $77,238 $13,215 17.1%
2020 3,342,717 1,275 0.04% $63,542 $9,334 14.7%

Sources: IRS, Statistics of Income, Historical Table 17. Taxable Estate Tax Returns as a Percentage of Adult Deaths, Selected Years
of Death, 1934-2016; IRS, Statistics of Income, Estate Tax Statistics, Table 1: Selected Income, Deduction and Tax Computation Items,
by Tax Status and Size of Gross Estate. October 2021; Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), National Center for Health
Statistics, Mortality in the United States reports and Underlying Cause of Death estimates. February 2022.

Notes: N.A.: The federal estate tax was repealed only for calendar year 2010. All amounts are in current dollars. Tax data starting 2014
are by filing year based on latest available IRS data.

[1] Starting with 1965, number of returns, total gross estate at date of death, and estate tax after credits are estimates based on
samples. Beginning with 1982, numbers in columns 2-5 have been revised to reflect returns filed more than 3 calendar years after a
decedent's death. Data for 2005 to 2009 are estimates.

[2] Prior to 1982, year of death figures were approximated using data from returns filed in a single calendar year. While many of the
returns filed in a given calendar year represent returns of decedents who died in the immediately preceding year, others represent
returns of decedents who died in earlier years. Starting 1982 through 2016, the statistics are by year of death, using the year of death
reported on the estate tax returns filed during periods of at least 3 successive years. Starting 2017, estimates are from the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), National Center for Health Statistics, Underlying Cause of Death Estimates, 1999-2020
(compiled by the CDC via CDC WONDER Online Database; accessed 02-Feb-2022).

[3] Total adult deaths represent those of individuals age 20 and over, plus deaths for which age was unavailable.

[4] Prior to 1964, a return was taxable if it showed an estate tax before credits. Starting with 1964, the classification was based on estate
tax after credits.

[5] Year-to-year comparability of the data is affected by changes in the gross estate filing threshold which is based on year of death.
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